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during his American mission, his appreciation of President
Wilson's programme, and his support of the League of
Nations had proved it, and in that spirit he came to India.
He had cast her horoscope in an optimistic mood, nothing
was to impede her progress towards the attainment of a
great place in the councils of the world, there was to be no
limit to her future. To that end he rejoiced when Mr.
Malaviya promised to observe a peace, and for fuller demon-
stration of his own benevolent intentions he received and
discussed the situation with Mr. Gandhi. Well might Lord
Reading exclaim these things would not have been deemed
possible even twenty years ago. Yet the want of patience
has placed all these results in jeopardy, and revived the
forces of reaction*

If the date were asked at which optimism began to fail,
and a sense of disappointment to chill the ardour of those
who were working for the establishment of the new order
of things, it would have to be fixed at the time of the visit
of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, The Swarajists, turning
aside for the moment from political propaganda, concen-
trated their efforts on boycotting that visit and thus insulting
the Heir of the Sovereign who had granted them, in common
with all the peoples of India, the new Constitution that they
seemed to be set on wrecking. It was very pitiful to see
men of intelligence, so blind in their passions and prejudices,
that nothing seemingly would content them but to contribute
to the defeat of their own ends.

Lord Reading had taken occasion, when dissatisfaction
first became assertive, to recall the fact that the Constitu-
tion had emanated from the British Parliament, that it
was in force under what might be termed a limit of time
and reason, and that under certain circumstances which he
would not contemplate it might be modified or even with-
drawn. Shortly afterwards the Prime Minister (Mr. Lloyd
George) speaking in the House of Commons on the Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms had declared that " those changes were
in the nature of an experiment. They must be treated as
an experiment, a great and important experiment, but still
an experiment. It remains to be seen whether a system